
MANUEL:
Manuel has dressed
Johnny Cash and made
jumpsuits for Elvis.
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Nudie Cohn.
Born Manuel Arturo Jose in

Mexico, he has been a “fashion
designer in soul and body” since
he learned to sew at 7, he said.
As a youngster, he became in-
volved in a theater group for
about nine years, until he was 18.

“Making wardrobes for poor
people is the greatest way of
learning,” he said. “I used to
make tuxedos out of paper and
spraypaint them black.”

He learned many things during
his theater tenure, which led him
to America in the ’50s.

“I had all the ingredients I
needed to make wardrobes for
great pictures, and the movie in-
dustry just embraced me,” said
Manuel, who worked for dozens
of movies, as well as hit TV
shows like “Dallas.”

Manuel dressed Johnny Cash,
created jumpsuits for Elvis, as
well as pieces for Dolly Parton,
Linda Ronstadt, The Beatles,
Aerosmith, Lynyrd Skynyrd and
ZZ Top. He also designed clothes
for the Grammy-winning Oak
Ridge Boys, who’ll perform in
Manuel’s creations Saturday at
the Brady Theater.

In the mid-’80s, Manuel decid-
ed to pay tribute to each state,
drawing inspiration from each
one’s motto, history and culture.

“It was quite a task,” he said,
“but so gratifying. . .  . I was into
it, period, what I was finding out
about this beautiful country of
ours.”

Halsey, who is a Gilcrease
board member, told the museum
about the jackets when they were
at the Frist, said David Newell,
curator of exhibitions at Gil-
crease.

“It’s stepping outside the box
for us,” Newell said. “It’s not a
traditional art installation by any
means, but it still deals with art
and history and American culture,
which is what we’re all about.”

The Oklahoma jacket has flow-
ers and cowboys embroidered on
the front, with the state flag and
notable Oklahomans’ names on
the back — including Jim
Thorpe’s and Wilma Mankiller’s.

“It’s going to be dazzling,”
Newell said. “Just the sheer beau-
ty of the garments is going to be
amazing to people.”

That’s what Manuel hopes, any-
way. He’s rightfully proud of his
collection.

“At my age right now, I still
feel like, ‘Wow! I don’t want to
leave this world without putting a
lot of stamina in it.’ ” he said.
“There are so many pieces to
make.”

Jason Ashley Wright 581-8483
jason.wright@tulsaworld.com

HERO:
Courtney will tell the
story of an Oklahoma
gangster outlaw.

FROM H-1

In fact, his grandmother Cleva
Pauline (York) Tillman was the
inspiration for his book.

“She embodied the pioneer li-
festyle,” he said. “In our family,
her sayings are still repeated to-
day.”

He paused, then laughed.
“ ‘I’m so mad I could spit cot-
ton!’ ” Courtney said, quoting his
grandmother. “Another one of
my favorites is her ‘fraidey hole’
— our storm cellar.”

You see, Courtney’s a modern
cowboy, and his pioneering spirit
has helped him do everything
from creating one of the first na-
tional computer networks in the
1980s, to hiking and photograph-

ing some of the most beautiful
mountainsides in the nation.

“But most of my work’s been
done with these two sharpshoot-
ers right here,” he laughed as
he extended both index fingers
in front of his face.

“From camera buttons to writ-
ing networking manuals and fea-
tures and books, these two fin-
gers have done me right,” he
said as he pantomimed his hunt-
and-peck typing method.

Encouraged by the late C.W.
“Dub” West, an author and col-
umnist for the Muskogee Phoe-
nix newspaper, Courtney’s next
project is the story of the Okla-
homa gangster outlaw who was

known as “the only inmate in Al-

catraz Al Capone both feared

and respected,” said Courtney.
“Carl Janaway — The Smartest

Bandit of the Cookson Hills” is
set for release later this year,
and Courtney said he’s already
had several people contact him
about a possible documentary
and an action film based on his
book.

Janaway was the last surviving
bank robber of the 1930s. He
built getaway cars for Pretty Boy
Floyd, and his wife was known
as the rowdy “Blonde Bandit,”
Courtney said. Janaway went on
to live a clean life after a stint in
the brutal Alcatraz prison.

“His story came to me by sil-
ver Spartan trailer,” he said. The

trailer, abandoned on property
owned by one of Courney’s
neighbors, contained a wealth of
items owned by Janaway. “It was
looted and messy. It was full of
old documents and papers, and
my neighbors were going to
throw everything out.”

Courtney bought that trailer.
He went through everything.

What he found was priceless,
he said.

He’s got Al Capone’s dictio-
nary, which Capone gave to Jan-
away while he was nursing Ca-
pone in prison.

There are letters, photos,
clothes — enough historical loot
for him to present a month-long

exhibit of Carl Janaway’s posses-
sions and story, which filled the
John Vaughn Library lobby at
Northeastern State University.

Asked why he writes about ad-
venturers and bandits, Courtney
leaned in and quoted a line of
poetry.

“I am an adventurer, do not
speak to me in faint-hearted
tones. You are what you want to
be,” he said. Then, before any-
one could ask where the snippet
came from, he finished with,
“First poem I ever wrote.”

Jennifer Chancellor 581-8346
jennifer.chancellor@tulsaworld.com

Gary D. Courtney
“The Cookson Hills Dictionary:

Old Time & Slang Words &
Phrases”

($17.50, Blackhawk Publishing, or
searchable CD available for $35)

Order online:
www.blackhawkpublishing.com/
or at
www.authorhouse.com/Bookstore/
ItemDetail~bookid~38025.aspx

“Carl Janaway: The Smartest
Bandit of the Cookson Hills” will
be released later this year.
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DISCOVER THE GOLDEN ISLES OF GEORGIA
JEKYLL ISLAND & HILTON HEAD SO. CAROLINA

MAY 14–22 $1105 pp Dbl–$1501 Single
NASHVILLE SHOWBOATIN

JUNE 21–25 $629 pp Dbl–$780 Single
TEXAS LEAGACIES –

ROUTE 66 MUSEUM AND MORE
JUNE 21–22 $219 pp Dbl–$253 Single

RIDE THE RAILS/CHAMA SCENIC RAILROAD
JULY 9–14 $844 pp Dbl–$1109 Single

YELLOWSTONE & BADLANDS NATIONAL PARKS
JULY 11–19 $1185 pp Dbl–$1564 Single

EXPERIENCE MAJESTIC SPLENDOR OF ALASKA
JULY 26–AUG $2779 pp Dbl–$3288 Single (Fly Tour)
POLAR BEAR EXPRESS TRAIN EXCURSION

AUG 12–22 $1574 pp Dbl–$2271 Single

800-331-3192
www.traveltoursinc.com

TRAVEL TOURS

WORLD'S LARGEST ARMS SHOW
WANENMACHER'S

TULSA
ARMS SHOW

BUY BEFORE NEW LAWS!
www.tulsaarmsshow.com

Mar. 31 & Apr. 1, EXPO SQ.


