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BY JENNIFER CHANCELLOR
World Scene Writer

Gary D. Courtney’s expedition back-
pack and cameras stay ready to go, 24 
hours a da y.

He’s known to sport a felt cowboy hat, 
Bowie knife, blue jeans, fl annel shirt 
and his leather cowboy boots almost 
everywhere, but he’s not afraid to lace 
up his hiking shoes at a moment’s notice 
to check out caves rumored to be old 
outlaw hideouts. 

He’s a hunter, but most of his prey gets 
shot with his old-fashioned fi lm-loaded 
camera, or pinned to a paper canvas by a 
swift fl ourish of his writing p en. 

“I’ve always been an adventurous 
soul, traveling down each country 
sideroad and on over the next hill,” he 
said in a recent interview as he sipped 
from his third refill of black coffee 
in a window booth at the Corner 
Cafe, of f old Route 66 near downtown 
Tulsa. 

Courtney’s recently published book, 
“The Historic Cookson Hills Dictionary: 
A Collection of Words and Phrases,” fea-
tures more than 3,500 slang words and 
phrases and a history of the Cookson 

Hills area, including color photographs, 
tourist information and background 
on the notorious cave hideouts where 
outlaws retreated while on the lam.

It’s a subject he knows well. 
He grew up in Tulsa and spent many a 

weekend hiking, camping, cave explor-
ing, hunting, fi shing and scuba diving 
along the Cookson Hills limestone bluffs 
and spring-fed creeks on the Illinois 
River in northeast Oklahoma.

His family was a colorful bunch. 
In the ’50s and early ’60s, his parents 
were known as Mom and Pop Courtney 
because they chaperoned and sponsored 
so many Friday nights for Teen Nation, 
which organized downtown record hops 
for hundreds of area teens.

Courtney, a teenager himself at the 
time, was a co-founder of the organiza-
tion, he said.

His father worked for the Hominy 
newspaper and taught Courtney black- 
and-white photography in their home 
darkroom.

His grandparents were scrappy cotton 
farmers near Hollis, out near the eastern 
Oklahoma border, he said. 

Cookson Hills lingo 
A sample of words from 

Gary D. Courtney’s book, “The 
Historic Cookson Hills Diction-
ary: Old Time & Slang Words & 
Phrases:” 

1. Boondoggle, noun. Gross 
mistake, the expensive result 
of ineptness, ineffi ciency and 
incompetence, a complete waste of 
money. “The government program 
was just a big boondoggle!”

2. Catawompus, adjective. 
Crooked, not level, upside-down, 
or out of alignment. “He bumped 
the picture, and it was hangin’ 
kinda catawompus.”

3. Discumbobulated, adjective. Jum-
bled, disconnected or fallen apart. 
“It just got all discombobulated!”

4. Do-hicky, noun. Unidentifi able 
object, or nameless item. “Hand 
me that do-hicky over there.”

5. Malarky, noun. Nonsense. 
“That’s a bunch of malarkey!”

6. No nevermind, noun. No mat-
ter to me, no cause for concern, 
or something inconsequential. “It 
don’t make me no nevermind!”

Last action hero
Self-proclaimed adventurer enthralled by stories of outlaws and bandits

SHERRY BROWN / Tulsa World

Gary D. Courtney, adventurer, historian, photographer and author from Tulsa, in 
his favorite place — outdoors. His book, “The Historic Cookson Hills Dictionary: Old 
Time & Slang Words & Phrases” was recently released. 

concert
OAK RIDGE BOYS CONCERT BENEFITING GILCREASE MUSEUM

When:
8 p.m. Saturday
   
Where:
Brady Theater, 105 W. Brady St.
   
Tickets:
$35-$45, may be purchased either over the phone at 582-7239 or 
at the box offi ce 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
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Suit up
New exhibit showcases 
the glitz and artistry 
of designer Manuel
BY JASON ASHLEY WRIGHT
World Scene Writer

E
lvis. Dolly. Cash. Full names aren’t necessary; you know 
who they are.

Their songs and respective talents made them stars, 
but helping them shine brighter was a master tailor, 
who doesn’t bother with multiple monikers, either 
— he’s Manuel.

And just like his stellar clients, Manuel is hitting the road to 
dazzle audiences with “Manuel: The Star-Spangled Thank You 
Tour.”

 The tour, a showcase of the a rtist’s stunning creations, will 
be exhibited at Gilcrease Museum March 31-July 29.

In addition to some of his celebrity creations is a special col-
lection of jackets representing each of the 50 states.

Just don’t ask him to pick a favorite.
“They’re all my babies,” Manuel said during a recent phone 

interview from his headquarters in Nashville. “It’s like having 
50 babies. I can’t love one more than the other.”

It was a long labor, too, with Manuel having sta rted the 
project in 1986, he said. After years of research and hard, 
hand-detailed work, the Alabama-to-Wyoming collection 
made its debut at the Frist Center for the Visual Arts in 
Nashville, Tenn.

“It seems to be getting a little bit of enthusiasm from 
museums,” said Manuel, also noting that the exhibit had 
shown at the National Cowgirl Museum & Hall of Fame in 
Fort Worth.

The notoriety is no surprise to Jim Halsey, who’s known 
Manuel for more than 30 years.

“He’s a great artist, a great genius,” said Halsey, who 
fi rst met Manuel when he worked with famed rodeo tailor 

SEE MANUEL H-5

gala opening
“MANUEL: THE STAR-SPANGLED THANK YOU TOUR”

When:
Friday — 6 p.m. cocktail reception and exhibi-
tion preview; 7:30 p.m. dinner
   
Where:
Vista Room, Gilcrease Museum, 1400 N. Gil-
crease Museum Road
   
Tickets:
$350. Although the reservation deadline recently 
passed, tickets are still available — but call soon, 

596-2758.

Courtesy

Manuel, a legendary designer to the stars, fashioned a jacket for each state in the 
union, including this one for Oklahoma.


