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BETTER SCURRY
Summer’s about up for Discoveryland’s 

‘Oklahoma.’H6

BY JAMES D. WATTS JR.
World Scene Writer

The photographs Ansel Adams 
made of the American West are 
some of the most familiar and 
recognizable images of the 20th 
century.

The art of Ansel Adams, how-
ever, is something that can only 
be appreciated by coming face to 
face with the actual prints Adams 
made.

“I have to confess, I thought I 
knew Adams’ work pretty well 
until I started working on this 
show,” said David Newell, curator 
of exhibitions at Gilcrease Mu-
seum. “But once I saw the prints 
themselves, it was like being 
totally reintroduced to Adams as 
an artist.

“You realize what an extraor-
dinary eye he had — for composi-
tion, for detail — and that he had 
that from the very beginning.”

More than 130 of Adams’ 
greatest photographs will go 

on display Friday at Gilcrease, 
when the museum opens “Ansel 
Adams: A Legacy.”
The prints

The works in the show are 
a collection of photographic 
prints Adams made late in his life 
from negatives that spanned his 
career. He created these prints 
for the Friends of Photography, a 
nonprofit organization that Ad-
ams and a number of other artists 
founded in 1967.

The Friends of Photography 
ceased operation in 2001, and 
the Adams collection was bought 

by Lynn and Tom Meredith, a 
couple from Austin, Texas. The 
exhibit that comes to Gilcrease 
has been touring for two years.

“This is a significant collection, 
because these were the prints 
that Adams himself selected to 
be representative of his work,” 
Newell said. “All the images have 
been printed before, but even 
the most familiar images look 
a little di1erent, because of the 
way Adams printed them for this 
collection.”

The show also demonstrates 
the range of subjects Adams pho-
tographed. He is world-famous 
for his dramatic and haunting 
landscapes of the American West 
— in particular, the regions of 
Yosemite National Park and New 
Mexico — but Adams also created 
stunning still-life and portrait 
photographs.

One image Newell finds partic-
ularly impressive is a photograph 
of three eggs in an oval bowl on 
a rectangular tray. The texture of 

the print makes one almost think 
it is a photo-realist drawing in 
pencil or charcoal.

“But it’s also an incredibly 
complex composition,” Newell 
said. “The way the tray echoes 
the frame of the image, the oval 
of the bowl echoes the shape of 
the eggs, a shape that’s repeated 
with the shadows cast by the 
eggs — it just goes on and on like 
that.

“It shows Adams’ mastery of 
composition, which makes his 
landscape photography all the 
more remarkable,” he said. “He 
didn’t crop his images. Instead, 
Adams would pre-visualize the 
image he wanted — not just the 
subject matter, but the composi-
tion, the lighting, how it would 
be printed. He was always look-
ing beyond simply taking the 
picture.”

The way Gilcrease is present-
ing this exhibit will give visitors “White House Ruin, Canyon de Chelly Na-

tional Monument, Arizona, 1942” by Ansel 
Adams

Ansel Adams’ photography coming to Gilcrease
exhibit
ANSEL ADAMS: A LEGACY

Where: Gilcrease Museum, 1400 N. 
Gilcrease Museum Road
When: Friday through Jan. 4, 2009
Admission: $8 adults, $6 seniors, $5 
students; free to those 18 and younger.

SEE ADAMSH2

BY JENNIFER CHANCELLOR
World Scene Writer

T
he father of Red Dirt music, Bob 
Childers, will be posthumously 
inducted into the Oklahoma Music 
Hall of Fame at its annual gala on 
Oct. 8, it was announced at a press 
conference Thursday.

Four other acts will also be 
honored: All-American Rejects, Cherokee 
National Youth Choir, Wichita & A'liated 
Tribe and Chick Rains.

Oklahoma country music singer Wade Hayes, 
who took two of Rains’ songs to No. 1, will 
perform Rains’ songs at the induction concert. 
Members of the Red Dirt Rangers will perform 
Childers’ songs with backup music provided by 
Tom Skinner and the Science Project. The Cher-
okee National Youth Choir will perform under 
the direction of Mary Kay Henderson, and The 
All-American Rejects will wrap up the night’s 
events with a live performance.

To date, the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum has honored 53 individuals or 
groups for their talents and contributions 
to the music industry. Among those are 46 
inductees, including Vince Gill, Toby Keith, 
Merle Haggard, Wanda Jackson and more 
from all genres of music. 

Also, five Rising Star awards have been 
given, including to Oklahoma acts Carrie 
Underwood, Hinder and Keith Anderson. 
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Bob Childers, widely acknowledged as the father of Red Dirt music, died in April. He 
will be posthumously honored by the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame.
JAMES GIBBARD / Tulsa World file 

’Bout time Inductees
Governor’s Award
Cherokee National Youth Choir
Founded in 2000, the Cherokee National 
Youth Choir performs traditional Cherokee 
songs in the Cherokee language. It has 
recorded six CDs. The goal of the Cherokee 
National Youth Choir is to increase aware-
ness of Cherokee culture both within the 
Cherokee Nation and among the dominant 
culture.

Rising
Star Award

All-Amer-
ican Rejects
This 
multi-
platinum
Stillwater-
based band 
includes
Tyson Ritter 
on bass and 
vocals, Nick 
Wheeler
and Mike 
Kennerty on 
guitar and 
backing vocals, and Chris Gaylor on drums. 
The Rising Star Award from the Oklahoma 
Music Hall of Fame was presented to the All-
American Rejects at Dfest in late July.

American Indian Tribal Music Traditions
Wichita & A6liated Tribe
Based in Anadarko, and with a recording 
of Wichita music made as early as 1902 and 
again in the 1930s and 1950s, the tribe’s 
singers are some of the earliest recording 
artists in Oklahoma music history. The tribe’s 
current music includes lullabies, ceremonial 
songs, war dances, friendship songs and 
Baptist hymns.

Songwriters’ Category
Bob Childers (1946-2008)
Childers graduated from Ponca City High 
School and studied music in Berkeley, Calif. 
He began playing guitar at age 16 and is 
heralded as the father of Red Dirt music, an 
eclectic blend of folk, country, blues and rock 
that originated in Oklahoma. He emerged in 
1979 with his song, “I Ain’t No Jukebox,” and 
became integral in the national and regional 
music scenes.

Chick Rains
Born in Muskogee, he graduated from 
Muskogee High School and attended NEO
A&M, Muskogee Junior College, NSU, Uni-
versity of California-Santa Cruz and Cabrillo 
Junior College. He served in Vietnam with 
the U.S. Army in 1969-70. He’s famous for 
No. 1 songs recorded by Eddy Arnold, The 
Oak Ridge Boys, Johnny Cash, Waylon Jen-
nings, George Jones, Roy Clark, Micky Gilley, 
Johnny Lee, Janie Fricke, Laurie White, Lone 
Star, Wade Hayes, Gary Morris, Michael 
Martin Murphey, Reba McEntire and Holly 
Dunn.

The late Bob Childers 
to be inducted into 
Music Hall of Fame

ceremony
and concert
OKLAHOMA MUSIC HALL OF FAME

When: 7 p.m. Oct. 8 (reception at 5 p.m.)
Where:Muskogee Civic Center, Fifth and Boston Street 
in Muskogee
Admission: VIP tickets, $150, gallery tickets from $19-
$39. Members may purchase tickets Aug. 12-20; tickets 
will be available to the public Aug. 25. Online: tulsa-
world.com/ClickNPrint. In person: Oklahoma Music Hall 
of Fame and Museum, 401 S. Third St., Muskogee. (918) 
687-0800.
Info: tulsaworld.com/OMHOF

The All-American Rejects


